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Thanksgiving a reasonable and important 
duty. 

Tue Psalms of David abound with ex- 
hortations to thanksgiving and praise. The 
reasons for this duty are generally given, 
and if not expressed, are understood. O 
give thanks unto the Lord, for he is good, 
for his mercy endureth for ever. Here the 
injunction to thanksgiving, is twenty-six 
times-expressed and understood; and the 
reason as often expressed, which is, that his 
mercy endureth for ever. cxxxvi. Psalm. 
The Apostle Paul exhorts us, in every thing 
to give thanks; and adds, for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
1 Thess. v. 18. and in the 16th verse, he 
exhorts us to rejoice evermore. 

This duty is not confined, as to its in- 
junctions, to any particular class of people ; 
but it is enjoined upon all men: upon young 
men and maidens, old men and children; 
and to the greatness of the divine goodness 
and glory the whole animate and inanimate 
creation is called upon to give thanks. 
Mountains and all hills, fruitful trees and 
all cedars, beasts and all cattle, creeping 
things and flying fowls, kings and all peo- 
ple, princes and all judges of the earth; 
let them praise the name of the Lord, for 
his name alone is excellent, his glory is a- 
bove the heavens. Thus all the rational and 
irrational, together with the animate and 
inanimate creation are exhorted to praise 
God. Why? Because he is good unto all, 
and his tender mercies are over all his 
works. Thus thanksgiving is due to God 
from every creature. 

REMARKS. 

If God were the enemy of any or all his 
creatures, those to whom he was an enemy, 
would not be under obligation to give thanks 
to his name : because they could experience 
no good from him at present, fior have any 
expectation of its enjoyment im. future. 
Thus obligation would cease. But-as all 
creation is called upon to praise the Almigh- 
ty, the inference is, that God is the com- 
mon Father, friend and benefactor of the 
whole world, and that there is not a single 
exception. Thus, | 

Let every creature rise and bring, 
Peculiar honors to our King, 


Angels descend with songs again, 
And Earth repeat her loud Amen. 


Dr. Watts’ 72d Psa. 


The Editor of the Advocate being re- 
stored to his usual health from a severe and 
dangerous illness, views it his duty, in this 
manner, to express the grateful sense he has 
of the divine goodness, in his restoration. 
Viewing every thing to be under the super- 
intendence and control of the wise and good 
providence of the Almighty—resting assur- 
ed that all the paths of the Lord are mercy - 
and truth—and that he is a Being in whom 
we may safely trust at all times, he feels 
constrained to acknowledge the divine good- 
ness, and give thanks to his name. May he 
ever adopt the language of cxlvi. Psalm. 


Praise ye the Lord. Praise the Lord, O 
my soul. 

While I live will I praise the Lord: I 
will sing praises unto my God while I have 
any being. 

Put not your trust in princes, zor in the 
son of man, in whom there is no help. 

His breath goeth forth, hé returneth to 
his earth; in that very day his thoughts 
perish. 

Happy is he that hath the God of Jacob 
for his help, whose hope is in the Lord his 
God: 

Which made heaven, and earth, the sea, 
and all that therein is : which keepeth truth 
for ever: 

Which executeth judgment for the op- 
pressed: which giveth food to the hungry. 
The Lord looseth the prisoners : 

The Lord openeth the eyes of the blind : 
the Lord raiseth them that are bowed down: 
the Lord loveth the righteous : 

The Lord preserveth the strangers ; he 
relieveth the fatherless and widow: but the 
way of the wicked he turneth upside down. 

The Lord shall reign for eyer, even thy 
God, O Zion, unto all generations. Praise 
ye the Lord. 


To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 
Sir—I acknowledge myself to be a be- 
liever in the purpose of the divine parent, 
to gather together in oi things in Christ, 
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that this is the only doctrine, as to the final 
issue, which the Bible supports, and that 
this point has been clearly and abundantly 
elucidated by the preachers and writers on 
that principle. Yet, I sometimes am afraid, 
that that point is insisted on so much, that 
the social and relative duties to each other, 
and the duties of piety, of love and obedi- 
ence to God, are too much neglected. 

I should be very thankful to see some re- 
marks of yours on this subject, in the Ad- 
vocate, and doubt not that it may be of uti- 
lity tocommunity. Yours, &c. 

HENRICUS. 
Answer to Henricus. 

Sin—The matter suggested in your com- 
munication, is not without weight. Indeed, 
fam apprehensive that it deserves parti- 
cular attention; and that if men can feel 
their obligation respecting the duties which 
they owe, equally with their belief in the 

urpose and design of God, in making men 
ao that this influence on society would 
be very salutary, and individuals would ex- 
perience its happiness. 

It has been a very general objection, a- 
gainst all denominations, that they have been 
more fond of shewing their faith, without 
works, than they have in proving their 
faith, by their works. 

This, no doubt, will apply to the believ- 
er in universal goodness in too many in- 
stances; yet, all come vastly short of that 
expression of love, of gratitude and obedi- 
ence, which is the indispensable duty of all 
men. All denominations have come short of 
the divine glory in this respect. 

There appears to be two reasons, why 
our preachers and writers have and do 
dwell so much on the principle or doctrine 
of universal salvaticn, to the neglect of di- 
rectly inculcating its duties. The first is, 
the great opposition against the doctrine. 
The second is, the liability there is, of in- 
culcating a legal system, as men are apt to 
understand it. 

1. The great and united opposition of 
all denominations, against the doctrine of 
universal salvation, has been a reason why 
it has been so generally inculcated. 

Believing, as we do, that a conviction of 
the real and true character of God, and of 
his unvaried good will to men and designs 
for their felicity, to be necessary in order 
that men should love and obey him, toge- 
ther with the united opposition of a great 
part of the world against those doctrines, 
has operated as a reason, why they should 
be so generally inculcated. While opposi- 
tion to a doctrine continues to be made, it is 


necessary that its advocates should contend 
earnestly for its support ; and as the point 
in dispute is no less important than this, 
viz. that God is man’s friend and not his 
enemy, it was necessary, no doubt, that the 
contention for such a point should be earn- 
est and unwearied. For this reason, so 
much has been said in its support. In addi- 
tion to the above truth, viz. the love of our 
heavenly Father towards his rational crea- 
tures, it is believed by us, that our Jove and 
obedience to God is a consequence of a con- 
viction of God’s good will and favor tow- 
ards us, rather than as the cause or reason 
by which the favor of God is procured. 
Obedience is the consequence of God’s fa- 
vor towards us, not the cause which pro- 
cures it. 

Thus you may see why so much has been 
said on the point of the everlasting, un- 
changeable love of God to man, which em- 
braces his salvation; knowing that if men 
have a clear and ‘full conviction of this, the 
consequence will ‘be, that they will love and 
adore ; that it will be their meat and drink 
to do the will of God. ‘It will, likewise, 
operate as a cause of their love and com- 
passion to mankind. If God hath so loved 
us, we ought also to love one another. We 
love him because he first loved us. 1 John 
iv. 11,19. 

2. The liability there is, of a legal sys- 
tem, as men are apt to understand it, has 
been another reason why doctrine and not 
duty has thus been taught. 

It is an undoubted truth, that the injunc- 
tions to’duty, as they are preached by all 
the limitarian divines, convey an idea to 
mankind, that their performance of duty 
procures the divine favor, which makes them 
perfectly legal in the estimation of the per- 
formers. Thus faith, repentance, prayer, 
self-denial, &c. are represented, by their 
teachers, as means of salvation ; as procur- 
ing the favor of God and eternal life. This 
gives men all the idea of a legal salvation 
that can be given, and grace is consequently 
banished from sucha system. All men have 
thus been prone to substitute their righteous- 
ness as the ground of their salvation, in the 
room of the free grace and forgiveness of 
the Deity. 

Now as one extreme frequently follow an- 
other, it is natural to suppose, that in guard- 
ing against the extreme of a legal doctrine, 


the duty of man may have been by our 


preachers too much neglected: yet men 
ought to have inferred their duty from the 





goodness and love of the Deity, of which 
they have been recipients, rather than to 
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have intimated that it was omitted in the 
instruction given. 

The man of poverty and distress, who 
has been favored by a kind and bountiful 
benefactor, who has poured in the wine and 
oil of consolation, would be very stupid not 
to infer the duty of gratitude, which he ow- 
ed for such kindness: and it is very evi- 
dent, that if the goodness of God does not 
lead us to repentance and our duty, that no 
other consideration would do it, and our stu- 
pidity would appear in the highest degree. 

Thus it is argued that men ought always 
to infer their duty from a sense of the good- 
ness which they receive ; and this would 
exhibit duty not as procuring the goodness 
of God, but as an expression of gratitude for 
goodness already received. 

Our duty is required as a grateful expres- 
sion of benefits received ; as a cause or rea- 
son why we should receive them. 

In directing men to duty, therefore, it ap- 
pears that the way is so plain, that it may 
be done with propriety and safety. 

In the first place it is certain, that our 
duties can never alter the divine purpose 
or disposition towards any of his creatures : 
neither towards ourselves or any of his ra- 
tional or irrational creatures, 

Our prayers and other duties were never 
destined to effect any such alteration. The 
divine plan is fixed, God is in one mind 
and none can turn him: hence we ought 
always to remember, that the duties of men 
were never instituted for that purpose. This 
being well established in the mind, no man 
can suppose that he merits or procures any 
of the divine blessings, by the performanee 
of his duties. 

In the second place, we should be direct- 
ed to the performance of duties as a reason- 
able expression of gratitude for what we 
have received, and for the disposition and 
design of our heavenly Father to do us good 
in future. Our faith in God’s design to do 
us good in future, is one of the greatest du- 
ties we can do; and it clearly shews, that 
the blessings we enjoy, do not originate from 
duties by us performed, but from the good 
will and purpose of him who is Lord of all. 

Thus knowing that God’s favor, like 
fan’s, cannot be procured, and that all our 
duties towards him, are expressions of our 
gratitude for favors received, and a faith in 
him for all we need here and hereafter, we 
proceed, 

Thirdly, to speak of the relative and so- 
cial duties to each other. These should be 
enjoined, as duties which will be beneficial 
to ourselves as well as to our neighbors ; 








we owe the performance of these duties to 
God for goodness received from him; we 
owe them to ourselves, as we would pro- 
mote our own happiness here; and we owe 
them to our neighbor, as expressions, that if 
God hath so loved us, we ought also to love 
one another; and as a proof that we love 
him as we do ourselves. 

Thus when we view our duties aright, we 
shall be convinced that they ought to be en- 
joined, not with a view to make God pro- 
pitious, or to merit any thing srom his hand, 
or to change his nature or purpose towards 
us, but as an expression of our confidence 
in his goodness in future, and our gratitude 
to him for having received it to the present 
time. The duties of the second table involve 
our own happiness with that of our neigh- 4 
bor, and while they are beneficial to him, 
they procure an equal reward to ourselves ; 
not by way of merit, but by that of conse- 
quence: “In keeping thy commands there 
is great reward.” 

We will close this head with some re- 
marks on St. Paul’s direction to Timothy ; 
2 Tim. ii. 8. I will, therefore, that men 
pray every where, lifting up holy hands, 
without wrath or doubting.’ 

1. The direction is, that men pray every 
where: that all men, and in all places, 
should pray. wee 

2. By lifting holy chands, no doubt is 
meant, that our conduct Should be free from 
impeachment, and our..hearts from hypo- 
crisy and deceit when: we pray, “1 will 
wash my hands in inngcenee, so will I com 
pass thine altar, O Lord; : 

3. This duty of prayer-is to be perform- 
ed without wrath or doubting; without iil 
will or an unforgiving temper towards any 
fellow-creature ; and with full faith in God, 
as a merciful, good and just Being, who de- 
lights in mercy, and who will extend it and 
does bestow it on every creature. Thus let 
men be exhorted to the performance of all 
relative and social duties, and the supreme 
love and confidence of the Deity. 

Objections. It is objected, that if prayer 
to God never alters his disposition or pur- 
pose, that it becomes needless. Ans. The 
prayer alters not the disposition or purpose 
of God towards us, yet it enables us to prize 
his mercies the higher when we receive 
them ; his goodness and every perfection 
appear to greater advantage: we then re- 
ceive mercies as his gifts, and are the more 
thankful. Thus prayer is designed for our 
own good, not for the change of the Deity, 
or a benefit rendered to him; and prayer 
should always be enjoined on this principle. 
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The objection would further suppose, that 
our duties can be of no avail, unless God be 
a changeable Being. This one considera- 
tion is sufficient to overthrow the whole 
system of limitarian duties. God is an un- 
changeable Being ; there “is no shadow of | 
change with him 5” therefore, if prayer or, 
any other duty of ours be designed to change 
the Deity, they must design that which they 
never can accomplish, and consequently 
must be in vain. 

Another obixction to the direction to du- 
ties, as we understand them, is, that the 
thief, the robber, the liar, the profane per- 
son, &c. &c. have nothing to deter them 
from crimes, and consequently, it tends to 
a licentious life; at least, it does nothing to 
reclaim such offenders. 

This is an old objection and has always 
been-used as such, but has never been sup- 
ported by arguments or experience. ‘The 
terrors of an angry God, and the dreadful 
state of never ending burnings, have been 
tried to deter men from crimes, but have not 
answered the desired effect. The present 
and past conduct of men, is proof sufficient 
for this point. “ The whole world lies in 
wickedness.” The whole catalogue of the 
works of the flesh, mentioned by St. Paul, 
are manifested in christian countries, and 
among those, who profess to believe those 
dreadful doctrines as much as among any 
people on the whole earth. Deceit, hypo- 
crisy, lying, defrauding, profanity, hatred, 
wrath, emulation, strife, whispering, swel- 
lings, tumults, &c. &c. abound where an 
eternal hell and an avenging God are preach- 
ed. Thus this doctrine has been weighed 
and found wanting. 

Let reason and candor now judge, what 
would be the effects of the different doc- 
trines on the supposition that men really be- 
lieved them. A realizing belief of an angry 
God and endless hell would drive men to 
despair, as it has thousands: but the same 
belief, i. e. a realizing belief in God as our | 
almighty, unchanging friend and portion, 
and the friend and portion, likewise, of all 
men, would melt the vilest sinner and lead 
him to repentance. ‘Thus while the former 
doctrine would deprive men of all comfort 
and of life itself, the latter would fill them 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory. It 
is the fearful and unbelieving, who have 
their part in the Lake, which burneth with 
fire and brimstone ; but it is the believer, 
who enters into rest. “The goodness of 
God leadeth to repentance ;” but the ha- 
tred and wrath of God, as they are preach- 
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. ¥. * * Ey sae, 
desperation. Enjoin lowe and gratitude 
therefore to the Deity as a debt due to him 
for his unchanging and boundless goodness, 
If we owe our all to him, there can be no 
merit in what we do; if we, even do all 
that is required of us, we are but improfit. 
able servants. 

If we love present happiness and prefer 
it to present misery, shame and disgrace, 
we must perform every relative and social 
duty ; not on the footing of merit, but be- 
cause virtue is connected with happiness, 
and vice with misery. As it is more blessed 
to give, than to receive, so we shall find, 
“that wisdom’s ways are ways of pleasant- 
ness, and all her paths peace.” Righteous- 
ness exalteth a Nation ; it exalteth an In- 
dividual: but sin is a reproach to any 
people: to every one who indulges himself 
therein. Thus, “let the wicked forsake his 
way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts, 
and let him return to the Lord, and he will 
have mercy on him, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon him.” Eprror. 





Accommodation.—We received, a few 
days since, a letter of which the following is 
an exact copy ; containing, as will be seen 
in the body of it,a hope that we “ will ac- 
knowledge the receipt in one of our papers.” 
This we the more readily do, because we 
are unable to learn, by the contents, what 
the writer wished to effect by writing it ; and 
hoping others may not be as dull of appre- 
hension as ourselves, we copy the whole let- 
ter, as also the enclosure, just as we found 
them. Having done this, we leave others to 
*‘ read the writing and make known the in- 
terpretation thereof.” Here follows the let- 
ter: 


Sir, Having read one of your valuable pa- 
pers (I mean valuable to yourself, provided 
you for once have told the truth, when you 
make mention of your numerous patrons) 
I therefore have concluded to become a 
subscriber for the same, for one year; pro- 
vided you are willing to receive as a recom- 
pence for the same, an order on John 
Cleves Symme’s agent of the furr company, 
in the interier parts of the earth (which or- 
der I here inclose to you) and as I have no 
more doubt ef the truth of the doctrine you 
advance (viz. that all the wicked will be 
saved, as well as the righteous) than I have 
of the correctness of Symme’s theory, with 





ed, would drive the strongest mind to! 


regard to the existance of a new hemisphere ; 
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and as it is suppos,d to contain a numerous 
host of inhabitants, would it not be well for 
you to descend into those middle regions, 
in order to publish your doctrine; where 
you would undoubtedly find many friends, 
and liberal patronage; and also prompt 
payment, provided you did not recant: but 
I do not mean to dictate to much at pre- 
sent, but hope you will acknowledge the 
receipt of this, in one of your papers. I re- 
main yours, &c. AMICUS. 


T. Gross Esq. 
Editor of Gospel Advocate. 

Such is the letter, and the following, up- 
on a separate slip of paper, was enclosed : 

To John Cleves Symme’s agent of furr 
company in the interier parts of our earth. 
Sir, please to pay Thos. Gross the worth of 
his paper for one year and you will oblidge 

AMICUS. 

The whole came by mail, from the West 5 
was postmarked, August 2, 37 cents; but 
no name of town or post office is upon it. 
The hand writing is apparently that of a 
man 50 years of age ; and as the signature, 
“ Amicus,” (a friend) seems to imply a 
legal claim upon our kindness, we have 
complied with the only part of the docu- 
ment that is to us intelligible, viz. a ree 
guest to “ acknowledge the receipt.” 

It is due to Mr. Guiteau, our post master, 
to say that, upon a representation of the 
case to him, he remitted the 37 cents post- 
age ; though possibly he thereby defeated 
the main object of the writer. 





From the National Advocate. 
COSTLY CHURCHES. 


In some late Philadelphia papers we read 
the description of several splendid chirch- 
es which have been built, and some which 
are now completing. These descriptions 
occupied a considerable space in the news- 
paper. We had turrets, modern Gothic ar- 
chitraves, pillars with Ionie caps and bas- 
es, pulpits, and pews of rich satin wood and 
mahogany, brilliant lustres and candelabras, 
communivn table with a gorgeous display 
of massy plate, pews selling for $50,000, 
church building $100,000, minister’s sala- 
ry $5,000 and perquisites, and all ostenta- 
tion, ‘wealth and vanity. . . 

When tifat bold and chivalrous minister, 
Paul, preached to the Athenians, he collec- 
ted the people around him on the areopa- 





gus and beneath the arch of heaven, and 
from a rock he denounced paganism and 
maintained the majesty of the “unknown 
God.” When a yet greater preacher lec- 
tured the multitude, he did it in a manner 
equally simple and divested of ostentation. 

How are the times changed! Can we 
worship God with so humble and contrite 
heart, when the eye is dazzled with the 
splendor of wealth and the glare of luxury 
and beauty ? Can that heart be divested of 
worldly considerations, and commune pi- 
ously with our Creator, amidst the rustling 
of silk, the blaze of light, and the tinsel and 
drapery of fashion? ‘True, it may be said, 
that the temple of Solomon was unrivalled 
in splendor, but it was by the express com- 
mand of God ; it was the first temple ded- 
icated to his worship, it was raised after the 
most costly edifices had been already erec- 
ted to heathen deities, and it was due to the 
Sovereign Architect of the universe, that his 
temple should be without a parallel or com- 
parison. But since the ferocity of conflic- 
ting nations has laid waste that splendid ed- 
ifice, sinee the sacrifices have been super- 
seded by other free-will offerings, since the 
temples and altars of the heathen have been 
prostrated, since worshippers of the true 
God have increased like the sands of the de- 
sert, it has been considered unnecessary to 
load the church with ornaments, or to lav- 
ish those means of useless parade, which 
should be devoted to acts of charity, more 
acceptable to the Divinity than all this tin- 
selled finery. 

Religion now is becoming a fashion and 
not a duty; going to church, not to return 
our grateful thanks to the Father of Mer- 
cies, but to see and be seen. 

Some sabbaths ago, a tall thin dandy, 
with a tight neckcloth, and a head of huge 
bushy frizzled hair, after surveying me from 
head to foot with a small quizzing glass, 
drawled out, “ Pray, sir, can you tell me 
whith is the fashionable church ?” “ What 
sect do you mean, sir?” says “ Pmnot 
particular,”’ said he, “so that it is a fash- 
ionable church, a young preacher, and a 
number of pretty girls there.’ ‘This auto- 
maton was not singular. He strolled in at 
dinner, and drawing off his white gloves, 
throwing down his hat and a moss rose on 
the table, took his seat. ‘ Well, sir,” said 
I, “ have you been edified with the sermon, 
and have you prayed devoutly?” “ O ves, 
I’ve been much entertained,” said he, 
“splendid church; so elegant; so many 
fashionable people there ; ladies dressed so 
fine. I had a richly bound Prayer Book ; 
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the organ was delightful.” ‘ But the text,” 
said I, “what was it?” “’Pon my soul 
can’t say 3 very clever discourse ; only thir- 
ty minutes; mever yawned once; fine 
young preacher.” 

This is going to church among fashiona- 
bles. There should be nothing of ornament 
or attraction in a church, beyond the sa- 
cred purposes for which it waserected. If 
these have no attractions, no fictitious ob- 
jects should be raised to sway the inclina- 
tion. Contrast these costly buildings with 
the simple village church; compare the 
young and fashionable preacher, with $5,- 
000 per ann. with the country curate, 

‘ Passing rich with forty pounds a year,” 
and show us the difference; tellus whether 
the emanations of a humble and pious 
heart, are not as acceptable at the Throne 
of Grace, when ascending from the altar of 
a village church, as from the marble aisles 
of a costly and splendid building ? 

When viewing the interior of ene of these 
rich churches, we have often thought, that 
if some of the sick, lame and blind, similar 
to those cured by Christ, were to enter dur- 
ing service, they would find no more atten- 
tion shown them, than was exhibited to 
poor Lazarus, who found the way to Abra- 
ham’s bosom without that charity which 
should have been extended to him. “ All 
men are equal,” if not in the sight of man, 
certainly in the estimation of God. 





F’rom the Boston Universalist Magazine. 
AN ORTHODOX STORY. 
A No. of the “ Farmer’s Cabinet,” a 
paper published in Amherst, N. H. was 
lately sent us, containing the following : 


“ Interesting facts—In a public ad-' 


dress at the Meeting of the Maine Mission- 
ary Society, it was stated that a pious fe- 
male instructor had taught her pupils the 
Lord’s Prayer, and that they must pray to 
Jesus Christ. A little girl was seriously af- 
fected with the subject, and being ignorant 
of the nature of prayer applied to her mo- 
ther to instruct her. The mother being also 


ignorant had recourse to the instructor for , 


information, and wished to know who Je- 
sus Christ was, not recollecting that she 
had ever heard the name of Jesus (Christ 
until she heard it from the mouth of her 
daughter.—This extreme ignorance is ac- 
counted for by the fact, that the woman was 
brought up in a family of Universalists.” 
This story was first published at Port- 


Jand, Me. in the “ Christian Mirror,” of 


July 11th by Mr. Rand, the editor of that 
paper. In the “ Christian Intelligencer” 


te = 


of July 19th, the Rev. Mr. Streeter made a 
most urgent demand on the editor of the 
“ Mirror” for the authority for his story, [p 
the course of his remarks, Mr. Streeter said 
“We hesitate not to adventure our liberty 
and all we hold dear in time, that the eq}. 
tor of the Mirror cannot prove the Story he 
‘has related. Let him answer only three 
| questions, viz: What is the name of tie 
ae Trustee who related this interesting 
fact? In what town does this mother of q 
family, of more than savage ignorance 
reside? What is her name? If he values 
his reputation, he will spare no pains to an. 
swer these questions.” But, notwithstand- 
ing the urgency of Mr. Streeter’s demand, 
and the manifest obligation of Mr. Rand to 
comply with it, Mr. Rand does not yet see 
fit to inform us who told the story at the 
missionary meeting; nor what was the wo- 
man’s name, nor in what town she lived! 

But it is certainly high time that he ei- 
ther does it, or else recalls his story. He 
sees that it is already copied into another 
paper, and into how many more we know 
not. It was published for no other purpose 
than to prejudice the minds of the people 
against Universalists ; and he who publish- 
ed it, cannot be informed that there are 
many prepared to receive it with exulta- 
tion, notwithstanding the manifestness of its 
falsehood or misrepresentation. That it is 
false, we are as confident as Mr. Streeter; 
for it is moraliy impossible that there isa 
woman (of common sense ) brought up in a 
family of Universalists, who does not recol- 
lect of ever having heard the name of Jesus 
Christ. 

Will Mr. Rand attend to this affair soon, 
and answer Mr. Streeter’s demand? Or 
will he just give us the name of the Trustee 
who told the story in the missionary mect- 
"ing. Eprrons. 








i 


‘MISSIONARY SPINNING WHEEL! 

It is announced in the Connecticut Cou- 
‘rant, that “a wheel and open room ar¢ 
‘kept at the house of Mr. George White, 
-Church-street, for the use of those ladies 
who may wish to contribute to the small 
‘streams that compose the broad river of 
Missionary support.” The writer of the ar- 
ticle adds, that happening to call at a cer- 
tain house between the hours of nine and 
ten in the evening, he found the mistress of 
the house, in the 84th year of her age, sp!0- 
ning in aid of the same cause.—D. Ade. 

REMARKS. 
After seeing the above, who would be sut- 


| prised to hear of a Missionary saw and buck; 
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to enable the pious folks to saw wood in aid 
of the good cause! Indeed, on the whole, it 
is a good idea, and we tender it to the Mis- 
sionary gentlemen gratuitously, as a dona- 
tion, &c. If spinning wheels, and saws and 
bucks, are not resorted to, the cause must 
go down. When even the pretended firm 
supporters of the cause, who have it most 
at heart, refuse, in plain English, to pay 
their subcriptions to support it, as the cele- 
brated, the Rey. Mr. F » has done, re- 
fusing to pay his subscription to the Mis- 
sionary society, the prospect looks gloomy. 
This is not all. The Managers of the Mis- 
sionary concern, are practising deception, 
and keeping back information, only show- 
ing the bright side of the picture. Let the 
public, for once, view the whole ground, and 
the farce will end. The cause is now very 
sick. Its writhings bespeak something more 
the: a morbid affection. If sudden relief is 
not procured, this Monster of modern gene- 
ration will expire, and the mourners drop 
into their original insignificance. There we 
wish them to be. 

Query. Would it not look better, if 
young clerical dandies were seen sawing 
wood early in the morning, instead of old 
women of eighty-four years of age, spin- 
ning, late at night? How gracefully will 
some spruce dandy, fresh from a Theolo- 
gical mill, pull off his black silk gloves, to 
receive the money obtained for the old la- 
dy’s yarn! 

There are about sixty clergymen in this 
city who are sticklers for the cause of Mis- 
sions. ‘We recommend to the ladies of their 
societies, without delay to furnish each of 
them with a saw and buck, and atow cloth 
apron, (we suppose they do not understand 
spinning yarn,) that they may give evi- 
dence of their sincerity, and with their fin- 
gers assist in moving the burden they im- 
pose upon others. If they will do this, or 
something equivalent, they shall have cred- 
it for their sincerity. If they refuse, we pro- 
nounce them Aypocrites / 








ANOTHER VICTIM s« 

TO THE DOCTRINE OF ENDLESS TORTURE. 

Mrs. 8 » a matron of respectable con- 
nexions in this city, a short time since be- 
came a convert to Methodism. The present 
violent and boisterous method of conver- 
sion, where threats of endless misery, in- 
stead of persuasion, are resorted to, produ- 
ced mental distraction; and the wretched 
victim of the fanatics cut her throat with a 
razor. Surgical aid, however, restored her 
to partial health of body, but the poison of 








error remained to torture her mind. She 
afterwards stabbed herself witha knife. She 
recovered from these wounds ; and procur- 
ing a quantity of laudanum, crossed the 
East River, and was afterwards found in a 
field, a mass of putrefaction. Thus is added 
another to the long catalogue of victims to 
the doctrine of devils—Gospel Herald. 





FROM THE GOSPEL PALLADIUM. 

In a town not 50 miles from Warren, a 
lady of respectability and intelligence ap- 
plied to the Pastor of a certain church to 
be admitted as a member, and after dis- 
closing to him her religious experience 
and views of Christian doctrine, he in the 
usual manner propounded her for member- 
ship. Previous to her admission, several of 
the members of the church, knowing that 
the lady was a Unitarian in sentiment, 
wrote to the Pastor, that if she were admit- 
ted to the communion they would leave it. 
Alarmed by this information, the Pastor 
waited upon the lady to have further con- 
versation upon her religious sentiments, and 
to state the objections which had been made 
to her reception. In the course of the con- 
versation, the lady stated her disbelief in 
the personality of the devil. Upon which 
the Pastor gravely informed her that with 
her Unitarian views he had no difficulty, 
but her disbelief of the personality of the 
devil, was an insuperable objection, in his 
mind, to her admission into the church, and 
she was accordingly refused. Happily for 
the lady, however, there was in the same 
town a liberal Pastor and a liberal church, 
who required no other confession of faith, 
but that “ Jesus Christ is the Son of God, 
and a determination to imbibe his spirit, 
obey his precepts, and imitate his example,” 
with which she is united, where she may 
“ stand fast in the liberty wherewith Christ 
has made her free.” 

Mr. Editor, when this circumstance was 
related to me, I could not help regretting 
that at this late period of the world, any 
should be found among us who consider 
* faith in the devil,” a necessary pre-requi- 
site to admission into the Church of Christ. 
If a person was about to join the “ syna- 
gogue of satan,” a belief in the existence of 
his satanic majesty might he deemed neces- 
sary; but to unite with “ the church of the 
living God, the pillar and ground of the 
truth,” I should judge that to believe in one 
God, the Father of all things, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Saviour of the world, is all 
that any reasonable person would require. 
Yours respectfully, ANTI-DIABOLOS. 
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THE LIGHT HOUSE. 
BY T. MOORE. 


THE scene was more beautiful far to my eye, 
Than if day in her pride bad array’d it ; 

The land breeze blew mild, and the azure arch’d shy, 
Look’d pure as the Spirit that made it. 


The murmur rose soft as I silently gaz‘d. 
O'er the shadowy wave's playful motion, 

From the dim distant isle, the light house fire blaz’d, 
Like a star in the midst of the ocean. 


No ionger the joy of the sailor boy's breast, 
Was heard in his wildly breath’d numbers ; 
The sea bird had flown to her wave girded nest, 

And the fisherman gone to his slumbers. 


Qae moment I gaz’d on the hill’s gentle slope, 
All hush’d was the billow’s commotion, 

I thought that the light house look’d lovely as hope, 
That star on life’s tremulous ocean. 


The time is long past, and the scene is afar, 
Yet when my head rests on its pillow, 
‘Shall mem’ry often rekindle the star, 
That blaz'd on the breast of the billow, 


In life’s closing hour when the trembling soul flies, 
And death chills the heart's last emotion, 

O! then, may the seraph of mercy arise 
Like a star on Eternity’s ocean. 





FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 


. secssseeesees-€8 @ hiding-place from the 
wind, and a covert from the tempest: as 
rivers of water in a dry place; as the 
shadow of a great rock in a weary land.” 
—Isaiah xxxii. 2. 


When stern Misfortune’s tempests rise 
And roar through the darken’d skies, 
Where shall the lonely pilgrim gain 
A shelter from the wind and rain ? 


I’ve felt the heavy torrent, shed 
Cold and unsparing on my head; 
And yet I found a Refuge near, 
From beating storms and ev’ry fear. 


’T was in the covert of thy grace, 
My Lord, I found a Hiding-place, 
Where unconcern’d I heard the sound, 
Though storm and tempest rag’d around. 


When wand’ring o’er the desert bare 
Of burning sands and sultry air, 
My soul has sought the region through, 
But found no stream to meet my view ; 


’T was then, the Rivers of thy Love, 
Descending from thy throne above, 
Suppli’d my wants, and sooth’d my pain, 


ee ee ee 


When in a weary land I tire,. iz 
And all my nerveless pow’rs expire, 
With toil, and care, and heat Opprest, 
Where shall my languid spirit rest ? 


Oh! who could bear the blastin 
And all the burden of the day, 
Did not a rock in Zion stand, 
O’ershading all this weary land! 

Marcus. 
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FROM THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

“ They (the redeemed) look down and 
see their own dearest kindred in hell; under 
all the bitter agonies of death, and they 
stand unmoved at the sight: They main. 
tain perfect calmness, and undisturbed 
joy.” REV. JOSHUA SPALDING. 


O say, can sainted spirits look 
Down from their glorious star-set thrones, 
Joyous upon the lost; and brook 
Smiling, the damn’d souls piercing groan? 
Look on the once lov’d spirit here, 
And feel no anxious wish to snatch it 
thence, 
E’en if a prayer could interfere, 
And raise it to their eminence ? 


If it be so, then let me die, 

And never reach that high abode 
Of cruel bliss, above the sky, 
Where man approximates to God. 
If it be so, then let me fall, 
In the wild night of hell’s despair ; 
And drink the wormwood and the gall, 
And flame, for ever mingling there. 


If it be so, when from this dream 

My soul wakes in eternity, 

O let it sink there where no gleam 

Of light breaks on that shoreless sea : 
For, rather than that change should be, 
Who would not sooner writhe with them, 
In that immortal agony, * 

Than thus wear heaven’s diadem ! 


If it be so—O, Most High, 

Rebellious as it is, forgive 

The thought, that would pollute the sky, 

With spots too black in hell to live. 

Forgive, and make the dark-one see, 

Pity which reaches them that dwell 

Beneath heaven’s wide-spread canopy, 

Can reach unto the lowest hell. 
Marion. _ 
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And rais’d my fainting soul again. 


~~ 


PRINTER. 








